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R. Wegrts kebping a Chffee-houſe next door. to Symonds Inn in 
Chancery Lane Londdh, having lived ſeveral- years heretofore in 
this Iſle of Serkehere defcribed, will be ready to gratifie any Gentlemans 

cn that om” to on concerning the ruth. ot all copſiderable 


1 0 ®rricit 


HETELDTEDIPETOEDUS 


DEAR COZEN, 


He Anne of Briffow touching here homewards bound, brought 
ſafe thoſe Commodities 1 gave you the trouble to ſend- me, and 
enricht me with the Treaſure of your more weleome Letter; : 
To which though I cannot Anſwer in the fame han {ſome expreſ- 

fions and Embroidery of Language (a failure eaſily excuſable in a place 
where my.Native Tongue is almoſt a ſtranger, and French generally ſpo- 
ken more barbarous then that of Lireletoy ) yer be confident I ſhall never 
when opportunity offers ir ſelf comme ſhort inthe real offices of Good-will 
and Aﬀetion ; 1 am plad ſome of our old Acquaintance are (till ſo kind 
as to preſerve me in their memories, And could not but call Ned and 
Fenny to help laugh at the plea'ant Narration you make of the ſurprizg 
many of them are in, when you tet] them I have left Sourh-hampton to go 
dwell in the Iſlz of SER KF; Some in juiring in which of the /rdzes thar 
ftcanse [(lan | lies, others otferins wagers there is no ſuch 'place in the 
World, bur that it is younser Siſter to the lfle of Pies; Nor indeed 
can [ condemn their .von ler hace although this place hath for abour 
four.core years paid obedience to the E271 fh Scepter, yet ſcarce one 
_ Engi:jh-min of a thoufand hath heard or cari give any good Accompp of 
it; 9ur Geographers have herein proved Land-Lopers, and the very 
Mapps wherein oftimes Painters oratific their Wives with JoinAures of 
Imaginary Itlands, have been content to 6mit the real one ; However to 
ſariffie the curioſity of my Friends, but more eſpecially ro comply with 
our.defjres (which I muſt ever interpret commands) ] ſhall venture on a 
brief De.cription of this little part of the World where Proyidence hath 
alotre me a pre eat, and (1 thank Heaven) no uncomfortable Habitation; 
SEKKE the phce whence this Letrer comes to Kils your hands Is an 
Iſland (cituate in the Channel betwixt Ezgland and France , Lymg at 
once ih view ofthe Banks of \Vorm: ndy, and of our Two other more e- , 
minent ljlands of Fer y nl Guerr fer, and about 4. Leagues to the Sourh- 
weſt of the latter ;' Though its Circuit or Extent can yeild no great 
Tempratiog to any Princes am'ition ro make himſelf Maſter of jt , Its 
Dimgnfions beins ncr-above 5 miles in-length,an{abour 2 miles in -redth 
where it t5tarpeſt over, in orher places norſo much ; Yer Nature, as if 
the had here ſtored up ſome exrraordinary- Treaſure ſeems to have been 
very ſolicrous tg remler it [mpregn=! % Bring on eyery fide — 5H: 
ARE 2 wit 


(2) | 
with-vaſt Recks and mighty.Clifts, whoſe craggy Tops Braving the 
Clouds with their ſtupendious height , bid defiance to All that ſhall 
dream of forcing an entrance ; Two only Afcents or paſſages there are 
intd it ; The firſt where all Goods and Commodities are received called .. 
L4-So7uien where for a large ſpace through a ſolid Rock there is a Cart- 
way cut by Art down to the Sea, with two ſtrong Gates for irs defence, 
wherein moſt of the Storage for Navigation,as Maſts, Sails, Anchors, c>c. 
belonging to the I{lan4 are kept, And two pieces of Ordinance above, al- 
ways ready planted to preveix any /urprize; The other is La-Frickeree, 
where only Paſſengers can Land; climbing up a Rock by certain Steps or 
Stairs cut.therein to a vaſt height, and ſomewhat dangerouily ; Nor is it | 
poſlible there for above one perſon to come up at once. 

This Deſcription of its Scituation I perſwade my ſelf, Cozen.puts you 
unto a little fit of longing to know by what mzans our Country-men came 
at firſt ro make themſelves Maſter of a place ſo naturally fortified; And 
truly in diſcovering that, we ſhiil acquaint you with a ſtratagem  excel- 
ling moſt you ſhall m:et.with in the Greek and Roman Hiſtories and e- | 
qualled by few of thoſe in the 1 0.y Countrey Wars, or any more mo- 
dern expeditions. 

In the Reign of our matchleſs Maidea Q een, this INand. beinz wholly 
poſſeſt by French (as molt of the Inhabitants not only thereof but of Zer- 
ſey and Gaernſy too, ar: to this diy of thu: Nation) A Sea-Capiain 

_ (whoſe name [ at preſent rememyoer not, though tis pitty it ever ſhould 
be ſwallowed by oblivion) apprehcn ling Its neighbour-hood if it continu- | 
ed in the Freach han {s might one time or-other portend no good to the 
Iſles of 7erſey and Guernſcy the only remaining Trophies of. our . French 
Congueſt;; ſolicited th? Queen to Commiſſion him to reduce itto her: 0-. 
bedience, who having received former Information of it, told him the 
place was ſo ſmall and the attempt.ſo hazardous it would ſcarce be worth 
while, and that ſhe feared the loſs of Men about it would be more da- 
mage, than its taking, of Importance or advantage ;' For.y ou muſt note at. 
that time paſſage down at La-Soguien was not-made, nor did it appear , 
half ſo Acceſſible as now it appears; But our ſubtle Captain replyed.If Her 
Majeſty would but give him Command and neceſſaries he durſt afſure Her 
to ſettle the Ergl, h colours there without the Joſs of a Man ; The _ 
ſeeing his confidence yeilded to hisImportuniry who accompanied with a- 
bout 100 reolved Men puts to Sea, and after ſome time: cruſing up and. 
down comes and lies before this Iſland of SEXXE inquality > a Mer: 


chant-man homewards bound; And making out hisBoat with ſeveral taking 
Commo. 
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Commodities the people ſuffered 3 ( 4 of their Crew to Land, and traded 
with them with much Amity for a day or two. Art laſt having inſinuated' 
into the good opinion of the cre fulous Iſlanders They told them baving: 
been a long Trading Voyage in the Srreighrs their Maſter 'was ſome time 
ſince dead, but had engaged them not to expoſe his Corps into the Ocean 
ro be devoured of the Fiſh, but to Interr ir with Chriſtian Burial in the 
next place where they ſhould touch ground, and therefore they deſired thar 
Chriftian favour of them that they might M7 him in their Church-yard, 
coming only ſome few of them on Shore without any Arms to perform the 
Ceremony ; The unwary people conſent, and our Captain with about' 20 
of his ſtoureſt Men with a Cofhn and much ſeeming ſolemnity pet a Shore; 
The Natives aſſiſting them to get their 770jaz Hor;e vp the Precipice ; but 
no ſooner-were they arrived at the Church, but clapping to the Docr: as if 
they Hal ſome private devotions to celebrate at which the inhavitenrs mighb. 
not be pre{eat, They break open their Ccfhin filled inſtead of a d»:d tody 
with Inſtruments of Death, and inſtantly arming themlies Pay thi Wnall 
French Guard that there offered reſiſtance, and retiring to the TJ ant',, ' 
place ſecure that,get in more of their-company,on1 in 5 hours time witkegr 
the loſs of one Man, made themſelves Maſters of the whole Iſland , which: 
ever fince that time has had the Honour to boaſt it ſelf part of the Domini--- - 
ons of the Engliſh Crown. | 

But ſince nothing-is more neceſſary to the Life of Man, than tho four 

Elements whereof He together with the reit of the Univerſe is originally. 
compoſed, I ſhall in the next place obſerve how we are- therewith ac- 
comodated 

Our Air conſidering the narrowneſs of the place,and how «tis encompaſſed 
with the Ocean Is much better then can be expeted, our Heaven ſerene; 
and our Sky generally free from that naſty diſh-clout of Fogs and Clouds 
which in your Mariſhes and City too are wont ro muffile up the Suns glo- 
rious face, In brief tis ſo agreeable to nature,That although I know not one 
Phyſitian in the IſNland(and perhaps we live the longer for their abſence)yet 
to meet here a hearty old man of fourſcore is nothing rare or infrequent. 
s Our water I confeſs is ſometimes not very ready, and yet we have in the | 
[ſand no leſs than fix very fine ſprings generally running, W hoſe water pu- 
rife1 in its under-ground paſſage,and by being drawn ſo high through Na- 
tures Limibeck, Bubtles up ſo free from any ſmack of Brackiſhneſs+ that it 
may compare'with your Lambs-Conduit, and for ought I know is no leſs 
miraculous for curing ſore Eyes than Crowders Well. 


Our Earth or Soil Is for the moſt part hot and ſandy, yet fruitful enough 
to. 
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to afiord all neceſſeries to its Inhabitants, excellent for bearing all kird of 


' Roots, As Parſneps, Carrets; Turneps, '&c, And very, well ſtored with 


| alittle ſpice; which preſerves it and gives it an incomparable Re 


fruit-txees (for the moſt part planted of late by. the good Husbandry of the 
people)Furniſhing us with _ not at all inferiour to your Herefordſhire 
Reaftreak, and to render it the more wholeſome tis generally ye bog with 
iſh; Corn 
we baye of moſt ſorts, but not in any extraordinary quantity; our paſture is 
but ſbort yer excecding ſweet and therefore we have rare Mutton, but no . 
great plenty of Beet, and Cows only enow to ſupply us with Milk and 
Butter, for onr Cheeſe we have generally from England. | 

Our Fireing (to ſpeak of the, moſt aſpiring Element laſt) Is for the moſt 
part Furzes and ſometimes Turt, For we have but little wood, and no Tim- 


; ber atall growing throughout the whole Iiland; ſo that we are forced either 


te mnake ſhift with old Apple-tree for our Houſes, or furniſh our ſelves as 


| wellas we can with Deal. 


For Belly-timber our 3 ſlaple Ccmmodities are Fiſh, Fowl and Rabbets, 


 Ofthefir{t alittle Induſtry will purchaſe us a hundred forts, particularly a 


large Fiſh wecalla Vrack-hth which we ſplit. and nailing it to our Walls 


dry it ia the Sun for part of our Winter proviſion; As alloa large ſhel-fiſh, 


caken plentifiully ar Low-tides called an Ormcn1 that ſticks ro the Ragks, 
when-e we beat them off witha Foſel or Iron hook ; Tis much bizger then 
an Oyſter, and like that good either freſh or pickled; but inflaitely more 
pleaſant ro the Gyo, ſo that an epicure would think his pallat in Paradice 
if he might but always gormondize on ſuch deligious Ambroſia, To borroy 
Arctines phraſe upon his eating a Lamprey, 

- ' For Fowl your City cannot be better furniſht- with Waod-cocks or 


| Widgeons, befides the abundance of Duck, Mallayd, Teal and other wild- 


fowl, with Cliit-Pidgeons with which at ſome ſeaſons almoſt the whole 
ifand as covered. 

Of Conies we have every where excecing plenty, . and yet leaſt we 
ſhould want, nature has provided us a/particulay Warren, placing at a ſmall 
diſtance in the Sea an Iſland of about halt a mile. every way over, which 1s 
ithalzitcd by nothing elſe whether we commonly go a Ferreting and have 
thence fuchatamdance that it has been confidently told me ſome Families 
here have made 15 or 01. a year only: of their $kins; If all rhis, rich fays 
will not content you, we have a moſt excellent Boyrage made of Milk Ba- 
con, Coleworts, Mackerel'andGooſeberries bayled-together all to picces, 
which or Mode Is to eat, nt with the ceremony of a ſpoon, but the more 


-|  Copmly way of a great piece of bread turioul.y plying between yaur mouth 
þ and the Kerrle , But 
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Bir leaft you ſhould think vents roo'fuch our Beſhes. 'xake next\ a 
ſurvey of our political Government firft'for our deſence we have a Captain 
with about 4o Sorldiers, who-continually keep Guard, and are maintained 
' by contributiou of rhe Inhabirents;, Then-we have a Court of Judicature 
' held every Tufday where an honeſt Fiſherman we call the Ji dge, Anothen. 
fat preſent his Son) that is intituled Monfierr Le row fe, a Perion that has 
'the gift of writing, and learning enough 'o read the Obligation of a'Bond, 
ferving as Clerk or Recorder, with 5 other ſage Burgers that are Juſtices. 
-or ſortte-of them. tmeer, and withour afy tedious formalties, Intricare De+ 
*thutrers, fpecial 'Verditts, witedrawn Arguments, charpable In;unQions, 
multiplyed Motidns,'or endleſs Wrirsof Error, briskly determine all 6xtr- 
ſes Secynaum A quuim & bonum according to their Vcther-wit and prave 
diſcrerions:; except in Criminals where Life's concerned, in which caſe the 
offenders are immedtiarely fent away'for tryal and 4 uniſhment to Crerſey. 
Since the taking the place ty the :22£/-ſ} Hugenore Minifters officiatthg, 
the people bave ſubicri-ed ro the Diſciline which beyon4the Seas They ; 
call Reformed, But wanting much of that Leaury and decent order where- 
with the Church'of --c/4::4 emertains'her C hildren, The preient Minier © 
(whom 1'muſt acknowledge a perſon of miorc Induſtry and parts thart could... 
be'hoped for among (uch people) hath Iately beoun Teach Graminar to 1h! 
Children with Writing and Arithmerick, erecting a School for that pur» © 
poſe,(o that who knows to what prodigious Learning'we may here one day 
arrive ? Sure Iam, the genius of the people cannot but be docible , finee 
they are naturally ofa courteous affable remper, and the leaſt tainted with 
Pridethat ever Ifaw any any of their Nation; That apiſh variety of fan- 
-taſtick faſhions wherewith P2r:s is juſtly accuſed ro infect all Erope, has 
hereno footing; where every one retains the fame garb their Anceſtors 
'wore in the days of Hugh Caper atd King Prppzr7, fo that I can give {mall 
encouragement to any of the Knights of the Thimble ro tranſport them- 
'felves hither;,where Cucumbers are like to be more plenty than inthe back:- 
 fide,of Sr. Clements; Each man religiouſly preſerving his vait {.1/4y Frunk 
Breeches with a Cod-peice larger rhan King Harry s, and a Coat almoſt 
like a Dutch Froes Veſt, or one of your Watermens Liveries; Nor are the / 
Women behind hand with them in their Hoſpital gowns of the fame colour 
'Wooden fandalls, white Stockings, and Red Petricoats ſo mean they are - 
ſcarce worth taking up3 Both Sexes on Feſtivals were large Ruffs andthe 

Women inſtead of Hats or Hoods Truſs up there hair, The more Gentile 
ſort in a kind of Cabbidge-net, thoſe of meaner Fortunes-in a peice of Lin- | 
nen perhaps an old diſh-clout rurn{d out of ſervice, orthe fagg end of a 
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. Table-cloath that has eſcaped the ecution of waſhing ever fince the Re. 
formation; This they tying. on the Top make it ſhew like a Turkiſh Tyr- 
ant, but that part of -it hangs down their backs like a Veil, which : might 
be of uſe to our wanton youngſters when the Spirit moves.themto.a kil- 
[ing exerciſe, but that we are never infſach caſe put: to uſe violence ,. For 
' though our Females tor proportion and compleRion are perfeft French, 
and may foethe moſt part withour any. uſurpation aſſume Don Quixoc: - 


uledf, Daaiſells of the ill fivoured Face, yet tv e0 lare that. . 
muchrhis Sex ſhould kno their own defets) they are the moſt kind and 
obliging in che World, ſo ſprightly, frollick, and gay-humourd thax I 
confident A{homer can no where pick up more buxoine Girls to Rock: his 
But tis more then time to releaſe your patience, ſave that Nw” 
an Fo you have not. had enough to read-balfchus far, let me conchude- 
with a word 'or two. of our Trade, which I confeſs is not very great to 
the Levant or either of the [/ndies, Briffol-and ſome other of your Weſter 
Ports beins the furtheſt places ot our traffick : for the grand and almoſt 
onl Manufatture of our Iſland being knitting, which our People perform 
with a wonderfull dexterity both for Stockings, Gloves, Caps and Waſte- 
"coats, Men Women and: Childzen being brought up to it : Ray | 
may commonly fee 3o or 42 of them aſſembled in a Barn, which yeu 
would take for a Conventicle of your ſweet ſingers of 1/rael , for though 
all ply their knitting devoutly, yet at the ſame time they tune their pipes: 
and torture ſome old ſong with more diſtrafted notes, than a Country 
Quire does one of Hopkins his Plalmes ; theſe commodityes when finiſhed 
. we vend into E:g/and at the places aforeſaid , having ſeveral ſmall veſſels 
for that purpoſe, and then:e in return furniſh our ſelves with neceſſaries. 
 Idoubtnot but by this time you repent your.curiofity. and confeſs that 
I have ſufficiently cormented you with the Ifle'of $ E RK E, nor know 
Lany way'to receive your good opinion, which I am more than.confident 
my rediouſneſs has forfeited , but by begging your pardon and drinking 
your. health jn -a black Jack of French Wine, which paying no cyſtome 
we have here as plentifully cheap as in Faance it ſelf ; I hope you w4ll 
pleds me at the Bear,where if the old Bacchus be ſtill living commend me ro 
hinaſſureall my friends that I ſhall return their loves with. uſery,ſpeak:my 


- relpetts particularly ro F(q.D.and Cap.sS.and to your ſelf take me as Lam, 
iy OD | | : 
thourh you read ir 7.08 1:l] Why and rtirely your moſt affetti@- 
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